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The Gambia: Overcoming the Legacy of Dictatorship and 
Corruption 


The Gambia experienced over 20 years of dictatorship under President Yahya Jammeh, marked by 
severe human rights abuses and widespread corruption. 
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Infographic depicting the events that occurred during Mr. Jammeh's rule. 


Despite some improvements after the 2016 election, corruption remains a significant issue. 
Transitional Justice (TJ) mechanisms like the TRRC and the Janneh Commission have been 
inadequate, leading to a lack of accountability and trust. A holistic approach is needed to align TJ 
mechanisms with anti-corruption measures to build a culture of integrity and accountability. 
Overcoming the legacy of dictatorship and rebuilding governance structures are crucial for The 
Gambia's future. (This article was originally published by The Point Newspaper in August 2024 with the 
author's permission) 


Read more: https://bit.ly/3MhEog9 


Basse Area Council Removes Acting CEO Due to Alleged 
Funds Misuse 


The Basse Area Council has dismissed Mr. Bai Gibbi Sallah, the Acting Chief Executive Officer, due to 
accusations of unlawfully withdrawing GMD50,000 (USD712) from Council accounts. 
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Mr. Bai Gbbi Sallah former chairman dismissed July 2024 


This decision, effective immediately, was made following a comprehensive investigation and 
discussions with appropriate authorities. The Council highlighted its dedication to integrity, 
transparency, and accountability in order to rebuild confidence in their financial management and 
leadership standards. No further details on sanctions including asset recovery were not disclosed. 


Read more: © Basse CEO Removed 


BAC Accounts Clerk Confesses to Unauthorized 
Withdrawal of More Than GMD29M (USD425,313) 


Omar Bah, who works as an accounts clerk at Brikama Area Council, admitted to inappropriately 
withdrawing GMD29.9 million from the council's accounts. 


Tit 


ministy 


. 
+e : 
+ | 
; : 
ES Se, # 
We beeeed 
\ R 
Maite 
et rahatt ty 
pitt ae ; 
: haiti 


Account clerk testifying before the commission of enquiry August 2024 
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During the ongoing commission of enquiry, Bah disclosed that the council's failure to adhere to the 
financial manual led to irregular payment procedures, documentation discrepancies, and unauthorized 
withdrawals from different council accounts spanning from 2018 to 2023. Numerous transactions 
lacked necessary documents, breaching financial regulatory protocols. 


The misappropriated funds were utilized for council expenses and salaries, disregarding the legality of 
the withdrawals, which were handed over in cash to Finance Director Alagie Jeng. Further revelations 
highlighted multiple cash deposits into the CEO's account for conference allowances, along with 
checks issued in Bah's name. 


Read more: @Brikama Area Council. 1 


EFSTH Revenue Collection Increases by 250% Following 
Outsourcing to a Local Bank 


A recent revenue collection initiative involving the Accountant General, Edward Francis Small Teaching 
Hospital management, and Guaranty Trust Bank has resulted in a notable revenue surge, exceeding 
250% compared to the previous month. 


As per the agreement, all fees at the hospital and its branches are now processed through GTBank, 
which stations tellers at these locations. While specific figures were not disclosed, the initiative has 
brought attention to past revenue losses attributed to theft and inefficiencies. The Accountant General 
has acknowledged the initiative's success and intends to replicate it in other government agencies 
involved in non-tax revenue collection nationwide. 


Read more: @ EFSTH Revenue Up 


Former Lands Minister appears in court to confront charges 
of economic crimes, theft, and other offenses. 


The ex-Minister of Lands, Regional Government, and Religious Affairs, Mr. Sheriff Abba Sanyang, 
made a court appearance on July 24, 2024, where he was accused of theft, forgery, and economic 
offenses. 


Abba Sanyang, who previously served as the Minister of Lands, Regional Government, and Religious Affairs. 


He stepped down following corruption accusations and is now confronting 27 criminal charges, along 
with Pa Lamin Jobe. The trial resumes on October 24 for the hearing. This story is evolving, and we are 
monitoring it closely. 
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A Position Paper on Implementing Anti-Corruption Measures for the 
Gambia Cabinet. July 2024 


The Gambia successfully completed the first cycle of the United Nations Convention against 
Corruption's Implementation Review Mechanism, focusing on criminalization, law enforcement, and 
international cooperation. Yet, the country did not advance to the second cycle review, leading to the 
submission of an open position paper to the Cabinet in Banjul. 


Read more: https://bit.ly/PPIPosition90 


Civil society organisation parallel report by PPI on implementation 
of the UNCAC in Gambia, August 2022 


A partnership between public officials and CSOs resulted in the preparation of a detailed report that 
identified shortcomings and provided specific recommendations to enhance corruption prevention and 
improve the asset recovery system in The Gambia. 


Read more: https://bit.ly/3B50916 


Download our anti-corruption initiative for free and make use of 
our posters. 
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ADDRESS 
Cape Point, Bakau, The Gambia 


A prestigious civil society organization committed to ppi.info.gm@gmail.com 
implementation of anti-corruption measures in both 

the public and private sectors. The organization 

holds Observer Status (#300) with the African 

Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights and has wR EUS 

been granted Special Consultative Status with UN DONATE 


ECOSOC since 2011. : ese 
Please think about contributing to support 


conversations on controlling corruption by making 
a donation. 


